
FAR EAST 

APPROVED FOR RELEASEDATE: 
18-Mar-201 0 

5.  Nor th  K o r e E ' s  g i a n t  chemical comDlex mav r e t a i n  some - __ .. 

c a p a c i t y :  A ITM a r c h  North K orean message, r e p o r t i n g  the 
aischarae of an afficer. no te s  t h a t  he "has been disrrosed 
a t  t h e  fiungnam f a c t o r y , ' h i s  former work shap." A 15 March 
North Karean message r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  problem of loading  
v e h i c l e s  i n  the Hamhung area with "oxygen and n i t rogen"  
can  be so lved .  A North Korean supply u n i t  i n  the Hamhung- 
Wonsan area reports t h a t  " the  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h a  c e n t e r  f o r  
c a r b i d e  have not  a r r i v e d  a t  t he  f ac to ry . "  (SUEDE 501st 
Corn Recon GrpXDrea, SK-H-513, 14 Mar; 9K-H-696, 16 Mar; 
SK-H-724, 17 Mar 52) 

Comment: The Hungnam chemical complex, the l a r g e s t  
in the Ftu.I$aat prior t o  the Korean c o n f l i o t ;  suffered 
d e s t r u c t i o n  vary ing  from 90 t o  96 percent  i n  its five major 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  Calcium carbide was one of the p r i n c i p a l  
p roduc t s  for i n t e r - p l a n t  u se  and for expor t ;  and both 
oxygen and n i t r o g e n  were produced i n  cons iderable .  quan t i -  
t ies .  I t  is possible t h a t  some segment8 of,  the.eonsiderabiLe 
i n d u s t r i a l  c a p a c i t y  of the p l a n t  have been rehabili tated 
i n  some s l i g h t  degree. 

6 .  North Korean XV Corps o rgan iza t ion  suggested: The 
commander of t h  e North K orean  ~3% ' B r i g a d e  i n  a 12 March 
message i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  5 th  battalion-commander to "draw 
up the  name- l i s t , o f  t h e  persons rece ived  from t b e  IOth,  
1 7 t h ,  105th Div i s ions  and o t h e r  u n i t s ,  from January 25th 
t o  today."  (SUEDE 501st  Comm Recon Grp Korea, SIC-H-546, 
14 Mar 52) 

Comment: Probably t h e  23rd Brigade i n  conve r t ing  t o  
a mechanized a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  rece ived  personnel  w i th  armored 
t r a i n i n g  from the 17 th  mechanized and 105th armored D i v i s i o n s .  
T h i s  message sugges t s  tha t  t he  f o u r  u n i t s  are subord ina te  t o  
t h e  same major command, poss ib ly  the  I V  Corps. This corps- 
be l i eved  composed of t h e  4 t h ,  5 th ,  and 10 th  I n f a n t r y  
Div i s ions ,  t h e  105th Armored Div i s ion ,  and t h e  23rd and 
26th  Brigades-- is  l oca t ed  in t h e  rear area of western Korea. 
No r e c e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  have been seen  t o  e i t h e r  t he  4 t h  or 
t h e  5 th  Div i s ions ,  but the 17th  Mechanized Div i s ion  is 
known to  be still  i n  the  area. 
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7 .  Chinese Communist u n i t  deals d i r p c t l y  w i t h  North Korean 
local g a v e r m e n t :  I n  a 9 M arch C h i  nese  Communist message a 
lower  eche lon  u n f t  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  ' 'p lease c o n t a c t  the 
governmental  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  k 'un (county)  af t h a t  l o c a l i t y  
and infarm them w e  need 3,000 bott les ."  (SUEDE 501s t  C o r n  
Recon Grp Korea, K-1444, 14 Mar 52) 

Comment: T h i s  i s  t h e  f irst  i n s t a n c e  noted of a direct  ' 
Chinese Communist r e q u i s i t i o n  upon a lower eche lon  of t h e  
North Korean Government, While it is probable  t ha t  the bu lk  
of Chinese Communist s u p p l i e s  are provided through normal 
l o g i s t i c a l  channels  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  China proper, i n s t a n c e s  
such  as t h i s  w i l l -undoub ted ly  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  f r i c t i o n  between 
t h e  Chinese u n i t s  and Korean v i l l a g e r s .  

8 .  N e w  North Korean brigade possibly formed: R 13 March 
message from the North K orean  -8th D i  v i s i o n  t o  its subord ina te  
82nd.regiment  a t  Kaesong mentioned two s o l d i e r s ,  bath of 
whom were from the "22nd Brigade under t h e  direct command 
of t h e  Supreme Eesdquarters ."  (SUEDE 501st Comm Recon G r p  
Korea,  SK-H-554, 14 Mar 52) 

as having  f o u r  br igade-type uni t s - - the  23M, Z4th, 25th, 
and 26th  Mechanized A r t i l l e r y  Brigades--evenly d iv ided  
between t h e  east and t h e  west c o a s t .  While conf i rma t ion  
is s t i l l  l a c k i n g ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  amther brigade--the 
22nd~-might  have been formed i n  t h e  Pyongyang area as a 
s p e c i a l  r e s e r v e  force. 

Comment: The North Korean Army a t  p r e s e n t  is accepted  

9 .  Chinese Cammunist u n i t  r e p o r t s  f r o z e n  f e e t  caused by 
s h o r t a g e  of footwear: A 4 M a r c h  Chi nepe Communist message 
Tram the headquar t e r s  of an a r t i l l e ry  d i v i s t a n  t o  its rear 
area supp ly  u n i t  states tha t .  90 pe rcen t  of t h e  r eg imen t ' s  
shoes  are unusable  and " r e c e n t l y  more than  20 men have 
g o t t e n  f r o z e n  fee t . "  The sender  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  a second p a i r  
of shoes be i s s u e d  because the  men "do no t  have a d d i t i o n a l  
shoes t o  wear." (SUEDE SOlst  Comm Recon Co Korea, K-1489, 
17 Mar 52) 

Comment: Th i s  is t h e  second r e p o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  
two w m  a shoe s h o r t a g e  i n  Chinese Communist u n i t s .  
As t h e  Communist supply  s i t u a t i o n  has been g e n e r a l l y  good 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  months, these are probably isolated i n c i d e n t s .  
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